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Base roll vs/ list of Indian Ancestors vs/ Tribal Enrollment Criteria 
Each Tribe establishes its own membership criteria/ citizenship. The enrollment criteria are set forth in tribal constitutions, articles of incorporation, bylaws, ordinances, or other governing documents. A "base roll" is the original list of members as designated in a tribal constitution or other document specifying enrollment criteria. This short paper is to explain the difference between these terms as it applies to the Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb/ CAToE. 
BASE ROLLS 
A base roll is a foundational census document used by the Tribe and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to determine current tribal membership. These are often thought of as very old lists, but for tribes recognized since the late 20th Century, they may include the list of members at time of Federal Recognition. 
For example, the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe’s base roll was officially established in 1981 at time of their federal recognition, and the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians use their Official 1995 Tribal Roll. To be enrolled, one must descend from one or more of those listed on the roll. 
Common “base roll” derived from US and state governmental action used include the Dawes Rolls (1896-1914, Five Tribes in Oklahoma), Baker Rolls (1924-1929, Eastern Cherokee), US Census Indian Rolls (1885-1940), California Indian Judgement Rolls (1927-1972), allotment rolls, annuity rolls, etc. See https://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/rolls 
In addition to these base rolls, the US Census enumerated Indian Population Schedules in 1910 and 1920, as well enumerating Individual Indians living off reservation on the General Population Schedule in Decennial Censuses. 
INDIAN ANCESTORS 
Lists of Indian ancestors may be collected from a number of sources, including base rolls, Spanish, French and US censuses, Church records, and other historical documents. For many tribes with federal acknowledgement, the most prominent list of ancestors may be a US governmental list such as the Dawes Rolls. 
CAToE and the Federal Recognition Committee has documented many of our Indian ancestors from Spanish military rolls, Spanish civil censuses, French censuses, Catholic Church Records, and US Censuses. We should continue to encourage genealogical work and internally publish a list of our Verifiable Indian Ancestors. 

ENROLLMENT CRITERIA 
The original enrollment criteria in Article VI of  the  July 30 1977 Articles of Incorporation was extended to Sabine Parish and those who could definitively prove family origin in the Indian Community of the Parish, had 1/16 or more Indian Ancestry.  The determination of Indian ancestry seemed to initially be based on community consensus. 
By the mid-1980s, enough genealogical work had been done that Indian descent was reckoned by 18th and early 19th century colonial census designations. These relied on different kinds of designations in the record including specific tribal affiliations or simply a racialized term “Indio,” as well as Spanish casta designations whereby Indio= 1/1, Coyote 3/4, mestizo=1/2 (with European and Indian) ,  Lobo= ½ (with African and Indian). 
While the Spanish casta system and blood quantum are both historical tools of state control used to categorize populations by “race” and ancestry and both frameworks were designed to stratify society, determine legal rights, and ultimately control the assimilation or exclusion of specific racial groups, they are not completely synonymous. 
The Bylaws were thus amended in the 1990s to allow for enrollment of those of 1/64 Indian Descent, based on the quantum enrolled in our tribe’s genealogy, based on casta designations and colonial censuses. 
The Office of Federal Acknowledgement’s technical assistance letter following the submission of the September 1998 petition brought into question enrollment based on casta designations, most specifically equating multi-generational mestizos with ½ blood quantum. 
Over time, the tribe moved to de-facto enrollment by descent for the descendants of those previously enrolled. The criteria for new first-time enrollees continued to be 1/64 blood quantum from lineage of Indian ancestors plus ancestral ties to Sabine Parish. This was the practice that I observed in-place in 2010 onwards. 
Because of the discrepancies, the OFA asked that we clarify our enrollment criteria. 






Proposed New Criteria for Enrollment 
I propose that we abolish blood quantum and replace it with the following criteria for tribal citizenship: 
1.) The applicant can trace to a Verifiable Indian Ancestor (on our list) through one or more of the following:
a.) Enumerated in Spanish or French censuses, militia rolls, church records or other official documents before 1810
b.) Occur in Catholic Church records prior to 1830
c.) Occur in Texas Censuses prior to 1840
d.) Occur in Louisiana Censuses, militia lists, or other official documents prior to 1870
e.) Occur in Federal Decennial Census or Indian Census prior to 1930
AND 
2.) Be part of our community, or can trace a lineal ancestor as being part of our community through at least one of the following: 
a.) The Indian ancestor in criteria 1, or a lineal descendant of that ancestor resided in Northwest Louisiana before 1843 and/or in Sabine Parish after 1843 AND has maintained relationships to members of our community into the 20th Century. 
OR
b.) The lineal ancestor is enumerated in Sabine Parish the U.S. Decennial Census between 1870 and 1930, inclusive.
Proposed Base Roll (for purposes of Federal Acknowledgement) 
I propose that we establish a future base roll based on our most recent existing membership roll or roster at time of federal acknowledgement in conformity with enrollment criteria, rather than some other list. 
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